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CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 2206 

LIMDIS 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: EGEN, EINV, GW, WB, UK 

SUBJECT: FORD MOTOR PLANT DEVELOPMENTS 

REF: USBERLIN 2164 

1 . DIE WELT 20/21 AUGUST EDITION CONTAINED BYLINED 
ARTICLE BASED ON LEAK OF TIGHTLY HELD STORY TO EFFECT 
MAJOR AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURER WAS INVESTI- 
GATING BERLIN AS SITE FOR POSSIBLE PLANT. SEVERAL 
PRESS STORIES AUGUST 22 IDENTIFY FIRM AS GENERAL MOTORS. 

ARTICLES STATE GENERAL OTORS, WORKING WITH OPEL, IS TO 
MAKE 500-800 MILLION MARK MINIMUM EUROPEAN INVESTMENT. 

SEVERAL AREAS, INCLUDING IRELAND, SPAIN AND BERLIN, 

ARE ALLEGEDLY IN THE RUNNING. BERLIN SENAT REPORTEDLY 
OFFERED LAND IN BERLIN TEMPELHOF AREA. THIS LATTER 
STORY HAS THE RING OF LEAKED DISINFORMATION TO COVER SENAT 
EMBARRASSEMENT AT LEAK OF FORD PROJECT AND PERHAPS TO 
STIMULATE COMPETITVE SPIRIT. 

2. USBERLIN HAS LEARNED THAT FEDERAL MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 
FRIDERICHS HAS PERSONALLY WRITTEN TO HENRY FORD II ON THE FORD 
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PROJECT. FRIDERICHS TOLD FORD THAT HE HAD DEALT WITH 
FORDE EUROPEAN CHAIRMAN POLING, PRESIDENT OF FORD EUROPE 
LUETZ, AND HERR VEIHER, OF THE GERMAN FORD PLANT IN 
COLOGNE. FRIDERICHS DREW ON HIS PERSONAL MEETING WITH MR. 

FORD DURING THE 50- YEAR FORD JUBILEE CELEBRATION IN 
COLOGNE AND REGRETTED POLING APPEARED TO BE GIVING 
GREAT WEIGHT TO CERTAIN CALCULATIONS. FRIDERICHS STRESSED 
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EXCEPTIONALLY FAVORABLE FRG/BERLIN INVESTMENT CLIMATE, 

BUT WAS NEUTRAL ON THE QUESTION OF WHETHER BERIN OR 
SAARLANDAVESTFALZ AREA SHOULD BE FAVORED. 

3. MAYOR STOBBE ALSO WROTE FORD AN ADDITIONAL AUGUST 17 
LETTERMENTIONIN G THAT FEDERAL CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT HAD 
ENCOURAGED HIM TO DIRECTLY APPROACH MR. FORD. STOBBE 
RECALLED THAT FORD NAME WAS TIED CLOSELY WITH BERLIN 
(E.G., FREE UNIVERSITY) AND URGED THOROUGH INVESTIGATION 
OF BERLIN AS A SITE FOR PROJECTED PLANT. HE PROMISED 
MAXIMUM ASSISTANCE OF BERLIN SENAT WXPERTS IN FINANCE 
AND ECONOMICS. GEORGE 
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